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What's Next for Arts & Culture Education has established itself as a platform for
discourse amongst a diverse range of stakeholders to explore practical ways to
improve arts and culture education policy in the face of societal shifts and changes
in educational environments while maintaining alignment with on-the-ground
practices.

The inaugural forum shed light on the social significance of arts and culture
education. The second forum, held under the theme of Al and future societies,
explored the potential of arts and culture education amidst technological change.
The third forum addressed ways to expand public engagement with arts and culture.
The fourth discussed the role of arts and culture education in relation to the care
economy, while the fifth dealt with new models in arts and culture education and
implementation strategies for related content.

At the 6th forum of What's Next for Arts & Culture Education, we turn our attention
to the significance of space as a foundation for future generations to experience art
in creative ways. Through various domestic and international case studies, we will
seek policy directions for dedicated spaces and explore the sustainability of the arts
and culture education ecosystem.
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Greetings! | am Eunsil Park, President of Korea Arts & Culture Education Service
(KACES). | extend my heartfelt welcome to all of you attending The 6th forum of
What's Next for Arts & Culture Education.

The year 2025 is a significant milestone as it marks the 20th anniversary of the
enactment of the Arts and Culture Education Support Act which heralded the
beginning of Korea's national policies on arts and culture education.

Over the past two decades, arts and culture education policies have gained
institutional ground and expanded their scope of practice beyond schools into
communities, society at large, and across generations. Generative Al, and rapidly
changing socio-cultural conditions, there has been a renewed emphasis on values
such as restoring relationships and sustainability. As a result, the meaning of space
in arts and culture education has become important. No longer regarded as a mere
physical setting for instruction, space is now considered a vital medium and platform
for arts and culture education where senses and stories interconnect, and creativity
and imagination are let loose.

The 6th forum of What's Next for Arts & Culture Education has been organized to
explore the meaning and role of ‘Dedicated spaces for arts and culture education’
for future generations of children and families together with renowned experts from
home and abroad.

We begin with a keynote presentation by Professor Bung-Nyun Kim of Seoul
National University, La Villette in France, Young V&A and Assemble in the UK, and
the Association of Children's Culture in Finland, who will share best practices. | hope
today’s forum serves as a meaningful opportunity to explore the transformative
power of space that enables life transitions and to envision new directions for arts
and culture education that connects generations, communities, and people.

KACES remains committed to creating a public and sustainable foundation for arts
and culture education and to expanding the ecosystem, so that everyone-including
future generations-can experience the richness of arts and culture education in their
daily lives.

| would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of you for joining us today, and
ask for your continued interest and warm support so that, building on the past 20
years of progress, arts and culture education may take even firmer root in the lives
of our communities for the next 20 years and beyond.

Thank you.
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The Impact of Arts and Culture
Education and Activities on Children’s
Mental Health and Brain Development

A review of research on child and adolescent mental
health over the past two decades, from 2000 to the
present, shows that the prevalence and severity of
mental health problems have increased rather than
decreased in most industrialized countries.

The key solution is to create as much educational
space as possible—both in setting and content—
that ensures play, art, and cultural activities that are
aligned to the characteristics and processes of brain
development of infants, children, and adolescents.
This presentation introduces a range of clinical and
research activities conducted on this topic since
around 2010.

[tWN] R A= 2HEY,

M SThetul ofafrhst AoPYAHF LI w2 THE| F0|H, MSCHSIE R 0210 G R0fAf THfst
FUHY ZHZ oA EE A= otSd YA K| 2ot AFE st A
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Bung-Nyun Kim is a Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at Seoul National
21214 University College of Medicine and practices at Seoul National University Children's
(===

Bung-Nyun Kim

Hospital. He specializes in treating and researching various mental health issues

affecting children and adolescents.

' Professor

In addition to his medical and scholarly endeavors, Bung-Nyun Kim is actively engaged

MEcHstn o nihst in public outreach through diverse media platforms. He has appeared on television
20PdAH™Mat programs such as ‘You Quiz on the Block’ (tvN) and ‘Parenting Class’ (EBS), as well as
MECHSh e of2ioftEY on YouTube and through public lectures. Through these channels, he supports and
Department of Child and empowers parents who hope to raise emotionally resilient and mature children.

Adolescent Psychiatry, Seoul
National University College
of Medicine, Seoul National
University Children’s Hospital
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Plans to Create Dedicated Space

A for Arts and Culture Education

for Future Generations

FARS], XIS 2t 8ot
Ch. OfH| & K9}
E2LM9Z 71&3tE Korea has taken root across various sites including

Over the past 20 years, arts and culture education in

St HE2|SHA| BiCt, schools, communities, local cultural facilities and

5| ZQSIC}E ZHst=  educational centers. Now, we are witnessing

St= T CE0 immense societal shifts—accelerated by the rapid

SHESAOZ M 1Bl S| 6h= ol 7te| Hstol| Cist 22X development of Al (which seems to have no limits)
H

=o|ttnt ofL|2t M2 RHZ A HIHAIAO| ZQSICH A and the COVID-19 pandemic—that are pushing

20712 0|8t Sist ool Kt ‘0fzl0] 2 g3

=20

ORI

2t us to reshape and redefine our lives and cultural
foundations. Even amid such drastic change, early
experiences with arts and culture remain essential
for children. There is a need for fundamental
discussions on how the future generation should
engage with arts and culture in the face of such
rapid social change as well as dialogue on the role
of ‘space’ as learning environments and the role of
artists as facilitators of learning. New policy models
are also called for in this context.
In this presentation, we are proud to introduce a
new policy initiative to create dedicated spaces for
arts and culture activities for children, a project that
has been launched this year to celebrate 20 years
of Korea's arts and culture education policy.

zzz|

Jooly Kim

HHX}E Director
s2EslsRsrIS
DjzARl s

Future Strategy Division, Korea
Arts & Culture Education Service
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Jooly Kim has been with KACES for many years now, holding on to the belief that

the new perspectives, curiosity, and unexpected comfort that art brings to everyday

life become powerful sources of energy that sustain life. At KACES, she has been
responsible for a wide variety of tasks including the training and development of
specialized personnel, overseeing school policy projects, facilitating public discourse on
policy and on-site issues, building collaborative governance structures, and the planning
of management strategies and new business initiatives. Currently, at the Future Business
Division, she works to expand policy consensus, broaden KACES's scope, and build

the foundation to execute new business initiatives, all while striving to find sustainable
directions for arts and culture education into the future.
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Little Villette, programmation &
actions d'éducation artistique et
culturelle a destination des enfants

=8 Ao
O] A= 304 A Le Parc de la Villette au nord-est de Paris, est le plus
QUL of2lo|2t grand parc culturel urbain d’Europe.Cette ancienne

el == e =l friche industrielle accueille depuis plus de 30 ans une
diz|E'0| M ZIMEICE,  programmation pluridisciplinaire : spectacles vivants,

2IX=, ™Ml 717, expositions, cinéma plein air, salons, ainsi que des

S=S0| M 25 = nombreuses activités pédagogiques pour les enfants
et les familles au sein d'un espace dédié : Little
Villette. Cet espace propose une offre de découverte
trés riche allant de la danse aux arts visuels, du
cirque aux animaux de la ferme, du théatre d'ombre
au jardinage en passant par la course d'orientation.

MHAEZ nEZ

Sylvestre Gozlan

2o us Y H2d MAX}
Responsable éducation artistique
et culturelle, et accessibilité

2IUYIE |a Villette

of| 2f|E Sat JHE 29| 2ololaus 3 M MAXIZ of AIZE RSl &zt 8wl 10004
iel 2ot s TROAMS 7|26, HOXS0i7| Crdet olg 55 A, dlarSxtel argat
S 2| 7|9l MSdt At 2t EE= o2t IRMESS S8l AIRIN-X|2[H-FHEe=2
22|F 0|S0| 2= FAHZ2| o] & =+ = Zefol|£0|2k= 0[X|2] SHof| HUE £ A=S

L1 (s &

Sylvestre Gozlan est responsable de I'éducation artistique et culturelle et de I'accessibilité
pour le Parc et la Grande Halle de la Villette a Paris. Avec son équipe, Sylvestre congoit
chaque saison une centaine de parcours d'éducation artistique et culturelle et offre aux
bénéficiaires l'occasion de pratiquer une discipline artistique, de rencontrer des artistes
et d'assister a des spectacles. A travers ces projets, la Villette s'attéle a favoriser le fait
de pénétrer dans un espace inconnu, parfois considéré comme intimidant, pour des
publics éloignés socialement, territorialement ou économiquement.

xAQl mats

Jasmine FRANCQ

2|S WellE T2HE ojL|x
Cheffe de projet Little Villette
2IUYIE |a Villette

nzaH

21UE St DHE Zo| TRME MAXIZ A, 2016 FFE 2fU|EQ| HFH Ml &S
ZSlel 0f2I0|2t 7IESS PIS TE 2ot STl 2| LRE'E OIZ0 ULk JH= B2 X F2S
OtRE == ALF 0| SZH0f| it Z2lo| T2 IS JHEs Tt B0, T EAE, M 2H24,
BROL ST, AR TAIY, HHES 4F S2| =0|uS S7HS HIRH, 2HEEQ| 24 8! Fx|et
7ot E|OF R A, S= T2H0|E, &Y )|, CHAMAIS HIAEE S & WAL= ehH 2SEICh

Jasmine Francq est cheffe de projet au Parc et a la Grande Halle de la Villette. Elle pilote depuis
2016 le pole culturel Little Villette entierement dédié a la jeunesse et aux familles qui comprend

les Jardins passagers et la Ferme de la Villette. Au sein de ce pdle, elle crée une programmation a
échéle variable qui permet de toucher le public de proximité comme le plus grand nombre. Cette
programmation comporte des espaces ludo-éducatifs permanents tels qu'une ludothéque, un
salon de lecture, un espace bébé, une petite galerie d'exposition ainsi qu‘une programmation de
courts métrages ; des weekends thématiques dont les sujets sont articulés avec la programmation
de la Villette (spectacle vivant, arts urbains, lecture, jeux, ...) mais aussi des temps fortsaisonniers
plus importants tels que la Parade des lanternes, la Féte de la laine, et le Festival Vivaces.

13
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Making a museum for the future:
putting children at the centre of
education and culture

2023 78, o{2l0|E

-r|o+ jtF°| ZAlo| AH_.E_O HoZ H= HEH| JH2HCE. Young V&A opened as a new child-centred museum
MAZI ofj=-CIXtl HAME HRotHIER|OL UHE of creativity in London in July 2023. Drawing on the
HIS2O| X2 HIEIO R 0| HIE 22 OMIEE] 14M[77HK[2| V&A's world class collection of art and design, the

0fZlo|2t 7|, OfZI0|E 2l BAEIRACH, FolusS
X[t x| Arlof g7|E 22

L

= 2|0l M= BIE2|0F HHE ofZIojdhE o] us 8

museum has been designed with and for children

=28 MSstoxt from birth up to the age of 14, to support creative

education and to provide a vital cultural space in
our community. Young V&A's mission is to build

Eto] 22 HOIXIZ A, 0f210]2t0] gt 25 MAHIE Ed) creative confidence and skills, and during this
HIS2H0| OfHA| DHEO{F=X| AJHFICE OF2E], XIFALS|2| case study presentation, Catherine Ritman-Smith,
CHHS D FHE M7t o] B2 me T2 20| oA Head of Learning and Engagement at Young V&A
QZtS =7 HAIS 0|BQ=X| O NS LH=C}, will introduce the story of the museum'’s creation

through collaboration and co-design with children.
She will briefly share ways that our diverse and
young community has informed innovation in the
museum'’s educational offer.

FiA2l 2|ETt ADA
Catherine Ritman Smith,
FRSA

Sramof Bia

Head of Learning and
Engagement

= HE2(oF HHE
ofzlo|atsat

Young V&A

14

= AT 2X[3 ofZlo|ot HAEES 9{ot CIXIQI U Kol uhErtol 3= HlE2|0 WHE
of2lo|atE 20| A &t& 5! #0f(Learning and Engagement) 222 &t QlCt.
0| HF=2h2 2024\ &= ofl&7|20| MMt Stljo| HIE MO R 0|58 SHeH, Z2 8 7|1= 2
FXIY(Kids in Museums)01|A1 71E 71E AISHH 2230 2 MNE|QICE g2t 32|
Hojli= MHAl 5t2A (Somerset House) 2t CIX[Q! O|=2H(the Design Museum)2 H|IZ%t
[:I.Okol- Dg|-40_ I-()-”A-I Aﬂ'aﬂ AA} §E1O O|X-II:II>° ﬂopa oI'A ol ?:I'O:I ]IE_IEHo O|I’-O'||:}.

o i == Lo
A =e|x|chstnel MEshy neLHEtI(UCL Institute of Education)dfA] 9IS BIQtOH,
SiXf| KEMEER] OfAL F= 2RI0&3IS|(RSA) 2R, E2 7|2 S8t (University

Technical College)2| A O[AlZ E &3t ﬁ’iEf.

Catherine Ritman Smith is Head of Learning and Engagement at Young V&A, a museum
of design and creativity for children and young people in London, UK. Young V&A was
awarded the Art Fund Museum of the Year in 2024, and named the Kids in Museums
most Family Friendly Museum, 2024. Before joining the V&A, Catherine led award-
winning creative learning and engagement in other cultural spaces including Somerset
House and Design Museum. Catherine has degrees from University of Cambridge and
UCL Institute of Education. She is a charity trustee, a fellow of the RSA and a non-
executive director of a University Technical College.
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TUZHE ofZU0| FY0E HIEY3:
HE OZU0IE AT ERYE

Children’s Art and Culture
Network in Finland:
Culture and Arts for All Children

2 YWH|M= TZE Z7LXHQ | Zoioll=

HERIE AHstD, 0| 2Fs SO X[t Ab=|H This presentation introduces Finland’s national
7tK|2t FekH S ATELE 2 E 7f ololas eed network for children’s culture and highlights its
He2lo| ZQME8 THSIH, Ots-HAH -71E59| 23} &0iE operators’ impact and societal value. It will explore
MBSHOZ Sirifsl 2 TIZIEO| CHEHA AlEIE 2{SiCt. the importance of cultural rights for all children and
THIHC 2= 290|EuS A2, Art Testers T2 showcase successful Finnish initiatives that have
HOh A H2g £ = F0| 25 22 S0| QoM TEtE increased cultural participation among children,

Ofzlo|Zetelo| TSt =A HH &

S SHH| ATWSHCE adolescents, and families. Examples include cultural

education plans, the Art Testers program, and the
More Accessible Hobby Approach, along with the
association’s international collaboration projects.

oA et
Aleksi Valta

HE20|A}

Executive Director

mj2te of2l0| 2353
Association of Children’s Culture
in Finland

nzaH

IR AEE MBAE 5311, 20181 1042 E| TIZtE 0{2I0|23H2|(ACCF) AIR=EE Y

QUCE Ob= 04, 22t 0ll=, 047} 20fe| o] 27t I &|et HEZF IF0IT 2| "*010L|_
QUCE TZHE 0f2I0|Z2tH 2= T= 36712 OFs E2MIEHE t#Esh= I7HHIERIZZ, R4
ooz ns FNHER| HEXI(ENO)2| 2|l HZHE 2310|&nSs SXHER|(Finnish
Observatory of Arts Education)2| &2l £hx|0|7| = SiCt EEot = 2013 HA| H| 2| THA|
2ol 2|4 Wolgton, ZHFHo2E RE 2t HIEQI(ENCC)2t R Boltlaus
SMHEZ| HIEQZ(ENO) O|AHEIS &2 Tt

Aleksi Valta holds an MBA in International Business Administration and has served

as Executive Director of the Association of Children’s Culture in Finland (ACCF) since
October 2018. He is a member of several national committees and expert groups in the
fields of children'’s participation, culture, arts, and leisure. ACCF is a national network
representing 36 children’s cultural centres across Finland and is a founding member

of the Finnish Observatory of Arts Education (a member of ENO). Valta brings over

20 years of leadership experience in the NGO sector. Internationally, he serves on the
boards of both the European Network of Cultural Centers (ENCC) and the European
Network of Observatories in the Field of Arts and Cultural Education (ENO).
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S5t 2EE: Many Hands:

¥4, =o| 281 57 Youth, Play and Place

O|tH L HO||A= Cineroleumzt The Place We Imagine Through two projects, Cineroleum and The Place

S OZMEE F4OE UHE7|, 50|, HYUS Sdlf AFAS0| we Imagine, this talk explores how engaging people
XY Atz|et 1 2HA ALO|of] OfEA| Q0| /U= EAE through making, play, and collaboration can shape
HMSHEX| ATELL o{dE0| 252 HIE o= ZIF FHo{et meaningful relationships between communities and
I ZA CIRIQIO| 7kX|, O2| 1 FIEHS AbAtzd0] ofg their environments. Drawing on Assemble’s practice,
SIS SH=X| &7 £|ZIO{ELC} o2t F2 HAle 2UA|HQI we reflect on the value of hands-on, process-
Jjelato 2 = Z20f| Chst Z=0lo|Aln 229 Ef =S Uslst led design and the role of collective imagination.

4 QUOH, 37te| ExHHEZ MEH st & ol JisME In doing so, temporary interventions can foster a
Ho{EC stronger public sense of ownership and care, while

unlocking new ways of imagining a site's potential.

xlojo] =z
Jaymi Sudra
I}EL] Partner, Architect

MIE Assemble

2125710} of 20| THELIR, 20214 Ho 2153 Ol Cleset 29t hilo] meE| |
AO{orD 2UCk. 32 47HS SAHC YYD MRS 2HE[X|0] B 7|25 HEH| ZEHE]|
Aofetn, 1042] YEEIOHE 80| Efeks ZALE AIZ7IX B IEE SHRCE 7|Z 2% S0l
Ao Haoll A2 A 2tm 9o, el 2|We TRMES J|2stn ZRte o BHo

F¥2 BRstD Uc,

Jaymi Sudra is an architect and partner at Assemble. Since joining in 2021, she has
worked on a range of projects across different scales and stages. Over the past four
years, she has been part of the team leading the refurbishment of 10 Victorian villas at St
Anne's College, Oxford, retrofitting the existing student accommodation from feasibility
through to construction. With a strong commitment to the creative regeneration of
existing buildings, Jaymi brings extensive experience in developing and coordinating
complex refurbishment projects.
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Anna Russell joined Assemble in 2022 and has contributed to a variety of projects

and scales, from the design of a ceramics installation at Triennale di Milano to the
current refurbishment of three existing buildings into a community centre and church

in Dagenham. Her practice is underpinned by an interest in the socio-political role of
architecture and collaborative making. Notably, she was part of the winning competition
entry for the Arper Feltrin Foundation, a creative workspace within a former textiles
factory in Treviso, Italy, reflecting her strong focus on adaptive reuse and the thoughtful
design of workspace.
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Kyung-Jin Zoh is a professor at the Graduate School of
Environmental Studies and an affiliated professor of the
Interdisciplinary Program in Urban Design at Seoul National
University. His recent projects focus on urban landscape
planning and garden culture research.

He currently serves as a member of the Yongsan Park Master
Planning Advisory Committee for the Seoul Metropolitan
Government (SMG), and has previously held key positions
including Chief Advisor of Parks and Green Space in SMG and
Master Planner of Seoul Botanical Park, contributing to the
planning, design, and policy development of urban parks.

Children and Families of Tomorrow

x4 Ja-Hyun Kim

AIEF Executive Director
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Office of Forward Strategy, Korea Arts &
Culture Education Service
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Ja-Hyun Kim has long been engaged in building the
foundation for arts and culture education in various capacities,
serving as a member of the International Teaching Artist
Conference (ITAC) Leadership Committee and the UNITWIN-
Arts Education Research for Cultural Diversity and Sustainable
Development Cooperation. Having previously led the
Community Arts & Culture Education Division and the Future
Strategy Division at KACES, she now heads the Office of
Forward Strategy where she is working to align policy with
practice while exploring the future value of arts and culture
education.
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Little Villette, programmation & actions d'éducation
artistique et culturelle a destination des enfants

AH|=2E nEat Sylvestre Gozlan
2slollans ol MM HMUXL  Responsable éducation artistique et culturelle,
EEEE et accessibilité
xpADl mars la Villette
2|5 W E T2 N E IjL|X Jasmine FRANCQ
RIS Cheffe de projet Little Villette
la Villette

Situé au nord-est de Paris, 'TEPPGHV est un lieu unique ou se rencontrent culture, nature, patrimoine
et innovation. Né dans les années 80 d'un projet visionnaire de reconversion urbaine mené par
I'architecte Bernard Tschumi, le site transforme les anciens abattoirs de la Villette en un vaste espace
de création artistique et scientifique. L'établissement public y développe une programmation ouverte,
participative et tournée vers la diversité des publics, avec une attention particuliere portée a la
jeunesse, aux familles et aux publics éloignés de I'offre culturelle. Grace a une expertise reconnue

en médiation, en soutien a la création contemporaine et en développement des cultures urbaines et
populaires, la Villette constitue aujourd’hui un acteur majeur de I'innovation culturelle a I'échelle locale
et internationale.

Ancrée dans un lieu pluriel mélant patrimoine, création contemporaine et espace public, la démarche
de la Villette s'attache a construire des projets sur mesure, en lien étroit avec les enseignants, les
artistes et les publics. Loin des dispositifs standardisés, I'enjeu est de favoriser 'émancipation, la
curiosité et la rencontre, notamment chez les plus jeunes et les publics éloignés, en s'appuyant sur
des expériences sensibles, participatives et collectives. Ce modéele offre une réflexion stimulante sur
le réle des institutions culturelles dans la construction d'une citoyenneté créative et partagée.
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Making a museum for the future: putting children at
the centre of education and culture

FHMzl 2|ETL AD|A Catherine Ritman Smith, FRSA
stEEofE ElE Head of Learning and Engagement
F= HlEZ|0 WHE ofZlojElE2t  Young VBA

Young V&A opened as a new child-centred museum of creativity in London in July 2023. Drawing

on the V&A's world class collection of art and design, the museum has been designed with and for
children from birth up to the age of 14, to support creative education and to provide a vital cultural
space in our community. Through collaboration and exchange with young people, their families and
educators, we gained new insights into their needs and preferences. This refined our priorities and
helped us think anew about the needs of younger generations in museums. Collaboration with the
young has inspired us to harness the museum as an educational resource, developing new inclusive
approaches to creative education and widening access to culture and museums for diverse audiences
through intergenerational engagement.

Young V&A is situated in East London, in a diverse and complex area where long-term social
challenges including the UK’s highest level of child poverty exist alongside a rich cultural landscape
that has been formed by generations of diverse people. Young V&A's mission is to build creative
confidence and skills, and during this case study presentation, Catherine Ritman-Smith, Head of
Learning and Engagement at Young V&A will introduce the story of the museum'’s creation through
collaboration and co-design with children. She will briefly share ways that our diverse and young
community has informed innovation in the museum'’s educational offer.
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Children’s Art and Culture Network in Finland :
Culture and Arts for All Children

otailA| gtE} Aleksi Valta

==
HE0|A Executive Director
m2te 0210|2518 $|  Association of Children's Culture in Finland

This presentation introduces Finland’s national network for children’s culture and highlights the
societal value and impact of its operators. It will explore the importance of cultural rights for all
children and showcase successful Finnish initiatives that have increased cultural participation
among children, adolescents, and families. Key examples include cultural education plans, the Art
Testers program, and the More Accessible Hobby Approach, alongside the network's international
collaboration projects.

The Association is a nationwide network of professionally operating children’s culture centers and
organizations. Its members deliver local and regional cultural services across Finland. In 2024, the
network operated in 70% of Finland’s municipalities, reaching children more than 1.8 million times
through events and programs.

Members include national cultural operators, municipal and city cultural services, networks of
municipalities, and independent organizations.

The Association actively promotes access to arts and culture for children and supports their cultural
rights.

More information: https://lastenkulttuuri.fi/en/
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Many Hands: Youth, Play and Place

HMolo] £E2} ItEL]  Jaymi Sudra Partner | Assemble, Architect
oL} 2{Al mEL Anna Russell Partner | Assemble

Assemble is a multi-disciplinary collective based in London, working across architecture, design

and art. Our practice is rooted in making and doing - an approach that values process as much as
outcome, and places collaboration at the heart of how we work. In this talk, Many Hands: Youth, Play
and Place, we explore how creative participation, hands-on construction and collective imagination
can transform both spaces and the relationships people have with them.

We'll share two projects that exemplify this ethos. The first, The Cineroleum, was a selfinitiated
transformation of a derelict petrol station into a temporary cinema. Built with the help of over 100
volunteers and made almost entirely from reclaimed materials, the project was as much about the
making as it was about the finished product. The process of building became a form of public theatre
- open, participatory, and generous. By foregrounding experimentation and embracing a DIY spirit,
the project suggested that people need not wait for permission to change the spaces around them.
This idea, that transformation begins with collective action, not final outcomes; continues to shape
our work today.

The second project, The Place We Imagine, was developed with Nottingham Contemporary and
Schools of Tomorrow. Collaborating with associate artists and school communities across the city,

we created an evolving programme of play, construction and storytelling that culminated in a public
exhibition. Central to this was The Fun House, a large-scale play sculpture imagined through children's
drawings and brought to life as a surreal and joyful intervention in public space. Here, play became

a powerful design tool - one that fosters inclusion, invites imaginative freedom, and creates shared
ownership across generations.

Both projects reveal how spaces gain meaning not just through design, but through the actions,
memories and relationships they host. By making and imagining together, communities can reframe
what is possible in their environments. These temporary, collaborative interventions act as catalysts,
unlocking potential in overlooked places and demonstrating the value of public agency.

At Assemble, we believe good design isn’'t something done for people, but with them. Our work is
shaped through open-ended processes and a deep commitment to collaboration - not acting on
behalf of communities, but alongside them. This approach has led us to develop inclusive, imaginative
strategies for engagement that foster genuine participation across age, background and ability,
supporting a culture rooted in care, creativity and shared ownership.
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